HCS SB 297 -- UTILITIES
SPONSOR:  Gri eshei nmer (Jackson)

COW TTEE ACTION: Voted "do pass" by the Commttee on
Communi cati ons, Energy, and Technol ogy by a vote of 20 to O.

This substitute requires any state agency that operates a
facility to allow residential and commercial custoners to connect
to the facility's sewer |line under certain circunmstances. The
line nmust not be in a state park or historic site or be connected
to a package sewage treatnment plant or on-site sewage di sposa
system Eligible custoners nust be |located within the sanme sewer
district or nunicipal sewer systemas the state facility.
Custonmers nust hire an experienced engineer to denonstrate to the
Di vision of Design and Construction and to the operator of the

| ocal sewer systemthat the systemis capable of processing the
addi ti onal sewage. |If the connection is to a sewer line for a
school for the deaf, blind, or severely handi capped, the State
Board of Education must al so approve. Custoners nust pay for al
connection construction costs, maintenance costs in proportion to
t he amount of sewage generated, and reasonabl e fees charged by

t he agency.

The substitute also prohibits the Cty of Springfield from
selling electricity, gas, water, or sewer services to custoners
outside the city limts at rates different fromthose charged
custoners within the city.

FI SCAL NOTE: Not available at tine of printing.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that the bill will help both | ocal
governnments and individuals by allowng themto connect to

exi sting state-operated sewer |ines.

Testifying for the bill was Senator Gieshei ner

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the committee.
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